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THE SAREE 
and the beach
Let’s not make a secret of it, of the discomfort faced by many of us in wearing a two-
piece swimwear out on the beach. Fortunately, you don’t have to worry about that 
anymore. Anupam Dabral chanced upon an interesting rendezvous with India’s 
first swim wear brand designers Shivan Bhatia and NarreshKukreja, to discuss 
how they have adapted to peculiar demands of this conservative Indian 
market and have managed to settle in quite well.

In a society where showing-off skin is still frowned upon, 
we are often left wondering where to find a swimwear that 
will appeal to both our sensuality and convention. The uber 
talented designer duo Shivan and Naresh have grabbed 
onto that fissure of opportunity successfully. Shivan&Naresh 
started their swimwear brand to capture that niche demand 

and have carved out a unique place for themselves in the 
nascent Indian swimwear market, which is growing through 
a shift of aesthetics and tradition. 

Often termed as alternative swimwear, the trend has created 
quite a buzz, especially in mature markets like Europe and 

Unites States of America. This fusion of modest clothing with 
the western style of swimwear takes into account that many 
women don’t want to show-off skin while they are out in the 
sand and sea. 

Shivan and Naresh, who launched their brand in Cannes in 
2008,were initially intimidated by the thought of moving to 
India after witnessing roaring success in the western markets. 
For them, initiating an altogether new category of swimwear in 
India was complicated but at the same time stimulating. 

Unlike the west where there is a definite market for swim wear, 
India seemed to be an unchartered territory,due to its social 
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Weddings in 
India are far more 

significant than just a ceremony to bring a bride and a 
groom together. In Indian culture they tend to be of majestic 

proportions where two families celebrate the union of two souls. At 
the moment when the couple sits in front of the holy pyre they promise 

to be with each other; she takes the seven holy oaths and he promises to 
love and protect her. Beyond that, the marriage ceremony keeps traditions alive 

through unique aspects like the procession of the groom, the ladies sangeet and the 
explosion of colour and music .

The preparation for the nuptial celebration varies according to region .Of course every one 
seeks a memorable experience that represents the romance, love and unity of the pair.

In India new generation is at hand which is fusing various cultures, traditions, values and individual 
tastes into a “modern” lifestyle in which weddings are becoming more and more upbeat.

Modern Brides Magazine will give cosmopolitan, carefully chosen advice about wedding planners, 
bridal fashion, jewelry, photographers, pre and post marriage advice and much more. This magazine 
is for women who are discerning, savvy and sophisticated.

This launch edition of Modern Brides Magazine brings an informative editorial content that seeks to 
motivate “think outside of the box” approach that prepares a woman not just for the wedding day and 
the honeymoon but for the voyage beyond. 

We bring you an assortment of essentials to make your wedding a memorable one. We have advice 
from some of the most sought after wedding planners Divya and Vithika on how to get the best 
without shelling out much. Smell the salty breeze at the beaches in Yarra Valley or Mornington 
Peninsula in Australia or get astonished by the grandeur of Faluknuma Palace, Hydrabad or Chateau 
De Vaux-Le-Vicomte, France as we bring you our edit of the most desirable wedding destinations 
in the world.

Having a stunning trousseau is indispensable for any bride. Ace wedding couturier Terrain 
Tahiliani gives some useful styling tips on how to look wonderful without exhausting your 
minds on your wedding day. In our special section meant for the real life brides we indulge 

in a conversation with Shyamal Bhumika to seek advice for the plus size brides who 
want to look uncompromisingly elegant on their big day. 

We bring all this and much more in our launch issue. Hope Modern Brides 
becomes your friend in your special moment where you stand at a door 

sill of a new beginning.

Happy reading

ANUPAM DABRAL - Editor in Chief

EDitor’s 
LEttEr
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The RAdiANT Reds

JJ ValayaSuneet Verma
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The RAdiANT Reds

JJ ValayaSuneet Verma Rohit Bal

Red Being the ‘ in’ colour 
of the Indian bridal wear, 
never seems to go out of 
fashion. Again the Indian 

fashion titans Suneet 
Verma, JJ Valaya and 
Rohit Bal charm us by 

their creative spells. 
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Rohit Bal

Anju 
Modi

Falguni & 
Shane

Tarun 
Tahiliani

ARTISTIC 
STRUCTURES

This season is all about 
experimenting with 

your trousseau. Column 
gowns, dhoti pants with 

peplum jackets and capes 
are the quintessential 

bridal must haves.
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Falguni & 
Shane

Tarun 
Tahiliani

Shantanu 
Nikhil
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GOD IS IN THE DETAILS

Rohit Bal

Detailing has always 
been the essence of 
Indian bridal wear. 
It’s an essential part 
of the festive mood 
and nobody but Rohit 
Bal is the champion 
of the field. 
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Gaurav Gupta

JJ Valaya

Suneet 
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THE SAREE 
and the beach
Let’s not make a secret of it, of the discomfort faced by many of us in wearing a two-
piece swimwear out on the beach. Fortunately, you don’t have to worry about that 
anymore. Anupam Dabral chanced upon an interesting rendezvous with India’s 
first swim wear brand designers Shivan Bhatia and NarreshKukreja, to discuss 
how they have adapted to peculiar demands of this conservative Indian 
market and have managed to settle in quite well.

In a society where showing-off skin is still frowned upon, 
we are often left wondering where to find a swimwear that 
will appeal to both our sensuality and convention. The uber 
talented designer duo Shivan and Naresh have grabbed 
onto that fissure of opportunity successfully. Shivan&Naresh 
started their swimwear brand to capture that niche demand 

and have carved out a unique place for themselves in the 
nascent Indian swimwear market, which is growing through 
a shift of aesthetics and tradition. 

Often termed as alternative swimwear, the trend has created 
quite a buzz, especially in mature markets like Europe and 

Unites States of America. This fusion of modest clothing with 
the western style of swimwear takes into account that many 
women don’t want to show-off skin while they are out in the 
sand and sea. 

Shivan and Naresh, who launched their brand in Cannes in 
2008,were initially intimidated by the thought of moving to 
India after witnessing roaring success in the western markets. 
For them, initiating an altogether new category of swimwear in 
India was complicated but at the same time stimulating. 

Unlike the west where there is a definite market for swim wear, 
India seemed to be an unchartered territory,due to its social 
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and the cultural-scape. However, they 
decided to take the leap of faith and 
today they say, their effort to make 
the Indian audience embrace swimsuit 
beyond the swimming pool, has paid 
off. 

Nevertheless, their initial journey 
was fraught with several challenges. 
The mammoth task was to convince 
distributors and retailers to take a 
niche product in a market where 
bridal wear rules in terms of volume 
and sales both. Manufacturing 
the required fabric in India also 
wasn’t easy as none of the mills 
manufactured the swim wear fabric. 
But, with gradual grit and gumption, 
the duo managed to source its fabric 
from Italy and finally prevail over its 
distributors

Their accurate understanding of the 
Indian body type became a huge 
advantage and helped in the growth 
of the brand. “The typical Indian body 
type is curvy which is most ideal for 
a swimsuit. It works well for us as 
it makes a woman look extremely 
feminine and effortlessly elegant,” 
Shivan and Narresh said.

Their body of work is primarily 
constructed around the concept of 
swim wear. Be it the Resort Sari, 
Neoprene Lehenga or the vastly 
venerated Bikini Sari. Through their 
creations, they have tried to push 
the edges wider of the Indian fashion 
industry. The idea of fusion swimwear 
germinated after one of their clients 
requested for an innovative silhouette 

that would be traditional yet contemporary and be suitable for 
a cruise holiday at the same time. Till now wearing saree on a 
beach would have been unthinkable or even ridiculed, but the 
designer duo has made it fashionable by far!

Putting things in perspective, they explain that with time it is 
important to know the particular requirements of a new-age 
bride. “One can wear bikini with a linen shirt or pair it up with a 
trouser. Apart from a swimsuit that complements the body type 
it is important to have a cover-up for the beach or pool. Our 
pareos are perfect for that. The opportunity here is immense,” 
they elaborated. They suggest teaming up separates to create a 

statement look. A pair of flip-flops, beach scarf, wedges and a 
beach tote would be perfect to complete the look.

Shivan and Naresh plan to target their creations towards women 
of all ages, however, the maximum traction has come from the 
young and independent group of women, generally in the age 
group of 25-50 years. “The rage caused by the Bikini Saree can 
be seen in the wardrobes of young honeymooners to 45-50 year 
old women who are body conscious,” the designers opined. Their 
Bikini saree is a fresh take on the traditional Indian saree drape, 
only sexier and easy to wear. Made of Italian jersey, it can be 
draped in 10 different ways and even has pockets for cellphone 
and sunscreen. Through their Neoprene Lehnga, they have tried 
to give the traditional Indian attire a breezy and sensual push. 
Made with lightweight fabric and has structural silhouettes in 
stunning colours. 

The designers who have designed costumes for Ang Lee’s ‘Life 
of Pie’ say that through their creations they try to give confidence 
to Indian women who were not ready to flaunt their hourglass 
figure. With A-listers such as Padma Lakshami, KareenaKapoor 
and BipashaBasu dressed in their creations; they have been able 
to make their brand even stronger.

They observe, “In our clothes women find it easier to quickly 
move from the beach 
to the bar.” Hence their 
creations allow not just 
easy saunter on the beach 
but a complete sense of 
independence to women 
who want to separate 
themselves from a cookie 
cutter image.

It might be hard to believe, 
but the aspirational quality 
of the designs has brought 
Shivan and Narresh 
customers from even 
small cities and towns like 
Nagpur and Raipur. Their 
muse is the women of 
today – secure, sexy and 
suave. At times it is good 
to be yourself and this 
designer duo with their 
creations is adding a pinch 
of pleasure to that whole 
experience of celebrating 
your self as a modern 
Indian women. 
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THE JEWEL GUIDE 
VARUNA D JANI 

One of IndIa’s leadIng jewelry 
desIgners, Varuna d janI haIls 
from a famIly that has an 

80-year-old legacy In jewelry makIng. 
she talks to anupam dabral about how 
tradItIon, functIon and modernIty 
can co-exIst In one stunnIng creatIon. 
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Remember struggling while going through 
a jewelry catalogue, not being able to 
make up your mind what to wear and 
what not to, it is jewelry after all – the 
second most important part of a wedding 
after trousseau or one can even call it the 
most important. Varuna D Jani has carved 
a niche for her self in the business of fine 
jewelry and specifically statement pieces 
that a bride sticks to while finalizing her 
bridal looks. 

The most important aspect of being a 
bride is to try something new and that’s 
what her designs have done for the brides. 
She says “ I believe in creating newness 
in the market rather than following the 
monotonous trends of either creating 
or selling jewelry”. So nine years 
ago, Jani started her own 
label.  

She suggests that 
a bride should 
always buy jew-
elry as per her 
p e r s o n a l i t y . 
She explains 
that being an 
adornologis t 
her brand 
creates jew-
elry to suit 
practical, stylish 
women. Rather 
than creating jew-
elry designs that the 
designer like. It makes 
sense to customize jew-
elry as per the requirements of 
the modern day brides. She says that as a 
bride one should always keep her comfort 
level, her budget, the amount of transpar-
ency in creation of the piece and getting 
all the accurate information in mind. 

Jani who uses diamonds in her designs 80 
percent of the time believes that couture 
jewelry is just a trend and trends are short 
lived. “ Couture jewelry cannot be worn 
by all; one needs to have the confidence, 

boldness and the right personality that 
matches the couture jewelry,” she opines. 
She advises that women should buy 
jewelry as per their personality. 

Jani believes that uncut jewellery is in fash-
ion and has introduced her new 

collection, ‘ V Cut’, which is 
an uncut look alike. 

Another concept is 
Vow Jewelry (Very 
Own Wish) which 
is modular in con-
cept. “ It is all 
about the the 
design you wish, 
at the cost you 
wish and the oc-
casion you desire. 
I felt this innova-

tion was the call of 
the hour. No woman 

wants to repeat her 
jewelry and all have a se-

cret desire of look different 
every time,” she explains.

Advising new brides on their bridal jewelry 
she says “ The golden rule is that you are 
the show stopper and not the jewelry 
or the out fit. Therefore what ever you 
choose has to compliment your style and 
be a part of you. Your bridal jewelry will 
last for next 40 years of your life, so keep 
its versatility in mind.

Blue and white enamel snake 
bracelet with diamonds on 
yellow and white gold 

Varuna D Jani 
Diamond Studs in 
18Kt White Gold 

VARUNA D JANI 

Fancy 
shaped 

diamonds, 
Round and 

fancy colored 
brilliant cut 

diamonds, Yellow 
Rose cuts and 

Citrine set in 18kt 
white gold. 

18Kt 
yellow 
gold ring 
studded with 
Fancy colored 
sapphires and 
round brilliant 
cut diamonds. 

Jewellery Showcase Bangles And Bracelets 
Varuna D Jani 
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What makes 
your brand one 

of its kind?

Amethyst is a jewelry 
brand that caters to 
customers across all 

age groups. Starting 
from a teenager who is just 

beginning to experiment with 
more trending fashion to your mother 
or grandmother who might have a more 
traditional style. We carry jewlery pieces 
from Rs 500 to 10 lacs and can also 
customise it according to your budget.

How have you seen the Indian 
jewelry business changing 
in years?

When I started designing jewelry about 
14 years ago, people were not ready to 
experiment. There was a fixed 
mindset and the stones familiar 
to the jewelry industry were 
limited to diamonds, emeralds, 
rubies and sapphire. Silver’s 
popular use was for utensils. 
It took me a while to make 
people understand that there 
are semi precious stones also 
and they r beautiful which can 
make jewelry look beautiful and 
finally they started respecting silver 
as a metal which can used for making 
beautiful and affordable jewellery 

When it comes to bridal jewelry 
how experimental do you think 
Indian brides are becoming 
these days?

Gone are the days where brides and 
their families were only interested in 
22k gold and or polki jewellery . 
It’s more about the unique design 
and how it complements the 
bride’s ensemble for her big day, 
be it the traditional lehnga or a 
trendier gown. People don’t mind 
wearing gold plated sterling silver 
jewelry as long as it looks different and 
the workmanship is good. 

As an ace jewelry designer 
what would you suggest a 
would be bride when buying 
jewelry for their wedding? Any 
bridal styling tips would be 
really helpful.

First I would like to congratulate them 
on there upcoming BIG day! I would 
recommend that they wear a stylish 
piece rather than just a piece of jewelry. 

Be confident in what you wear. 
The jewelry should compliment 
your outfit, it should not be 
overpowering. One should always 
buy something, which can be used 
in the future. Jewelry is meant to 
be worn, not to be kept 
in lockers. 

Besides 
diamonds, 
what kinds of 

precious stones 
are in vogue when 
it comes to bridal 
jewelry? 

Well I feel it’s not about diamonds, 
precious or semi precious stones 

it’s more about the jewelry 
pieces which you make as 
bridal wear, how unique they 
are. Sometimes necklaces 
made from crystals can look 
more beautiful than necklace 

the ones made from polkis. But 
still If I had to choose a few I would 

pick emeralds and rubies they look very 
beautiful in bridal jewelry. 

In terms of jewelry what do you 
think are a few must haves that 
a bride needs to keep in her 
collection?

I think along with 
her elaborate 
pieces she should 
also add chanad 
balis, jhumkis, 
temple jewlery , 
gold patra jewelry. 
A nice Pasa These 
are just a few must 
haves for a bridal 
trousseau collection

DESIGNED FOR  YOU
With the changing times the bridal jewelry has evolved a lot, today brides besides picking up the traditional jewelry 
also like to play with lighter pieces which add an extra pinch of spice to their look. Anupam Dabral talks to  
Rahul Popli of the Amethyst and Suneeta Shekawat, two young Indian jewelry designers who have made a mark 
for themselves in a market where bridal jewelry is not just meant for your wedding but for a life time. 

AMETHYST BY RAHUL POPLI

Chand earrings 

Temple earrings

Elephant motif bangle 
Surya 

ghera 
bangle 

kundan 
pieces 

Sterling 
bangle 

DESIGNED FOR  YOU
With the changing times the bridal jewelry has evolved a lot, today brides besides picking up the traditional jewelry 
also like to play with lighter pieces which add an extra pinch of spice to their look. Anupam Dabral talks to  
Rahul Popli of the Amethyst and Suneeta Shekawat, two young Indian jewelry designers who have made a mark 
for themselves in a market where bridal jewelry is not just meant for your wedding but for a life time. 

kundan 
pieces 

Intricate Jewelled Comb 
from the glorious past 

Navratan 3 Strands

What makes your brand one of 
its kind ?

S.S The USP of our brand is the 
uniqueness in every piece, and we do 
limited pieces and concepts. Every piece 
is different and is a statement piece.

How have you seen the Indian 
jewelry business changing in 
years?

S.S Yes, the industry has changed 
as the demands and requirements of 
the market have, there is immense 
competition and innovation has taken 
more importance.

When it comes to bridal jewelry 
how experimental do you think 
Indian brides are becoming now 
a days?

S.S Bridal market makes one of the 
major chunks in the industry and the 
brides have become very experimental 
and every bride wants to look different.

As an ace jewelry designer what 
would you suggest a would 
be bride when buying 
jewelry for their 
wedding?? Any bridal 
styling tips (would be 
very helpful).

S.S Yes, Minimalistic look 
works the best. 

As a designer 
you design with 
a variety of 
stones and have 
experimented 
with the designs 
over years , do you 
think Indian brides 
experiment with 
their jewelry or do you 
believe that classic is 
there to stay forever ?

S.S It’s again a very varied statement, 
but yes classic stays forever.

In terms of jewelry what do you 
think are a few must haves that 
a bride needs to keep in her 
collection. 

S.S Yes, I would say every bride show 
a nice and authentic kundan meena all 
polki piece.

SUNEETA SHEKAWAT

Blue Pottery 
Collection 

3D Bangle Studded with 
Precious Stones

Peacock Karnphool 
studded with Diamond 
Polki & Color Stones 

Peacock 3D Earrings 
(Jhumkis) 

Green-Pink Enamel Lotus 
Double Jhumkis 
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DESIGNED FOR  YOU
With the changing times the bridal jewelry has evolved a lot, today brides besides picking up the traditional jewelry 
also like to play with lighter pieces which add an extra pinch of spice to their look. Anupam Dabral talks to  
Rahul Popli of the Amethyst and Suneeta Shekawat, two young Indian jewelry designers who have made a mark 
for themselves in a market where bridal jewelry is not just meant for your wedding but for a life time. 
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S.S Bridal market makes one of the 
major chunks in the industry and the 
brides have become very experimental 
and every bride wants to look different.

As an ace jewelry designer what 
would you suggest a would 
be bride when buying 
jewelry for their 
wedding?? Any bridal 
styling tips (would be 
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S.S Yes, Minimalistic look 
works the best. 
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with the designs 
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T
hough there are plenty 
of wedding lifestyle 
magazines out there, 
with plenty of ideas 
on clothes, jewellery, 
beauty, invites, decor 

and gifting ideas, it would be hard to 
find something that tells you what to 
wear for your second wedding. Or third.

They somehow assume one wedding is 
all you need, and marriage is forever.

But as we all know, there’s a tiny 
percentage of marriages that don’t 
last forever, and there’s a handful 
of people who do have a second 
marriage, after either the death of a 
spouse or divorce. And the needs 
of these people are very different 
from those of first-time couples.

For one, there’s an element of 
both joy and wistfulness about 
the whole affair. You’re happy, of 
course, but there are complicated 
emotions involved – memories, 
both painful and sweet, play on 
loop as flashbacks from your first 

wedding, scenes from your former marriage show up uninvited 
on the projector screen of your mind, conversations with your 
ex-spouse lie invisibly between the lines of even the most 
earnest endearments to your new one. In India, the saat phere 
taken around the holy fire symbolise seven lifetimes together, 
beliefs that are indelibly written on the subconscious, whether 
or not you like them. So, for some second-timers, there are also 
questions of religion and personal confusion. 

Then come the kids. If either of the soon-to-be newlyweds are 
parents already, the complications increase and intensify. There 
may be resentment or insecurity in the child’s mind – something 
a parent cannot avoid acknowledging. These adopted secondary 
emotions cloud even the sunniest of celebrations – how can you 
be completely happy for yourself when you know your child has 
mixed feelings at best or is in pure agony at worst? 

And then there’s the element of social embarrassment, especially 
for those from conservative Indian families. You’re likely to be 
older than most first-time brides and grooms – you’ve been 
there, done all that. It’s like being the lone 40-year-old in a class 
of 18-year-old college freshmen. So it isn’t surprising, then, that 
many opt for court weddings, away from the gossipy whispers 
and judging eyes of relatives. For the few who dare to have a 
regular wedding party or reception, there is public curiosity they 
must face heads on.

Most importantly, what does one wear? the usual symbols of 
matrimony seem redundant – the attention-grabbing chooda, 

What do to and what not to do while preparing for your second marriage ? These are two main 
questions that have troubled the second time brides for ages. Aekta Kapoor throws light on how to 
make the right choice in terms of fashion, make up, jewellery and wedding reception while walking 
down the aisle for the second time.

Moga necklace Amethyst by Rahul Popli,
laxmi earrings 

Amethyst by Ranhul Popli, 
scale earrings 

JJ Valaya

THE SECOND TIME IS always GOOD
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the opulent reds and fuchsias, the mehendi done up the arms and 
feet. Most Indian brides I know dress up in variations of the usual 
colours – maroon instead of red, purple or pink instead of fuchsia, 
beige or pastels instead of all-gold – and subtle embroideries and 
textures in place of blingy embellishments. Footwear is far more 
comfortable and practical this time around – block heels, kitten 
heels or platforms instead of stilettos (experience teaches!). The 
idea is to look ‘dressed up’ without looking ‘garish’, to be elegant 
and understated while still holding court as belle du jour.

Then comes the jewellery – large, dowry-sized gold necklaces 
and bangles are a definite ‘no’. Second- and third-timers prefer 
the quiet luxury of diamonds and precious gems – the solitaire 
in the ears and fingers, the simple (but super-expensive) string 
at the neck, the stylish bracelet or designer watch at the wrist – 
and they can probably afford it too if they’ve been busy working 
professionals all these years.

Makeup is usually far more subdued than the first-timer’s – 
wine, chocolate or soft pink instead of scarlet lipstick, earthy 
bronze instead of coloured eyeshadow, cocoa blush instead of 
sparkly peach. You have to look your age, after all, and leave 
the neon brights and glitter eyeliner to your teenage daughter (if 
any). Hair is left open in soft waves, or partly tied up in a look more 
appropriate for the sister of the bride rather than the haughty, 
bejewelled up-do of the first-time bride herself.

And no matter how many times you get married, there’ll always 
be those essential elements of any wedding thrown in each time – 
last-minute changes, missing items, general chaos, knowing smiles 
and unwitting tears. 

And then the day is past, all go back to their routines, the kids to 
school, the couple to work, perhaps a little honeymoon thrown in 
if you’re lucky. You begin to realise how some things change and 
how others stay the same, how momentous the occasion was, 
how little the clothes mattered, and how much you wish you’d paid 
more attention to the really important details: not the gold weight 
of the mangalsutra but the eye contact with your new husband 
as he tied it around your neck. Not the sparkle of the fireworks 
but the flicker of the holy flame as you added the ritual ghee to it. 
Not the flower petals thrown on you by a cheering family but the 
small, quiet, uncertain smile of your child as he 
or she looked on. Not the boxes of gifts and 
sweets being handed about but your mother’s 
voice urging you to dance with your beloved 
to that romantic old song suddenly playing… 
Bahaaron phool barsao, mera mehboob aya 
hai, mera mehboob aya hai. 

It will become your song. And with all 
its heartrending poignancy and sweet 
sentimentality, it will become a symbol of your 
second wedding. Something old, something 
new. Something sorrowful, something true.

Sabhyasachi

THE SECOND TIME IS always GOOD
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An international icon, a master 
weaver and the Czar of India 
bridal creations Tarun Tahiliani 
talks to Anupam Dabral 
about the countries evolving 
style zeitgeist, bridal couture 
recommendations for the 
season and what completes an 
Indian bride. 

In a country of many sounds, wants, and 
styles, Tarun Tahiliani has remained 
a constant driving force in the world 
of Indian fashion. His lehenga designs, 
concept saris, and anarkali suits have 
garnered top spots for brides. 

Known for his strong silhouettes, 
Tarun has bridged the wide 
chasm between classical 
design and the wants of 
today, which are soaked in 
modernity. He speaks to 
the heart of the modern 
Indian bride, who through 
his creations, has adorned 
herself in different ideas 
and styles of being—
be it romantic, avant-
garde, sophisticated, 
clean or structured. 
He understands what a 
woman is really looking 
for when she moves on 
to the next big phase 
of her life, her style, 
and her being. To do 
this, he transforms 
every thought into a 
colour, using clothes 
as his canvasses. 
He derives his 
inspiration from 
the many facets of 
art, architecture, 

and history. It can be the beautiful inlay 
work of a monument or a beautiful piece 
of kanjeevaram weave that get his creative 
juices flowing.
His true devotion lies with India’s rich 
traditions of craftsmanship particularly 
when it comes to embroidery work. 
For him nothing is more intriguing than 
a beautifully executed, intricate and fine 
technique. For a designer like Tarun, 
who has showcased 
internationally, including 
at the Milan Fashion 
Week, Indian fashion 
also became a pathway 
to global success. He 
recognized the scale 
of modernity required 
for western frames, 
and knew how to 
strike a perfect balance 
between modern and 
the traditional. That’s 
why his creations 
have been worn and 
appreciated by the likes 
of Karlie Kloss, Oprah 
Winfrey and Lady Gaga.

His exemplary contribution to the 
industry is that he has made Indian 
couture more wearable, flexible, 

and seamless. He started his design 
studio in 1990, and since then has 
fused his tremendous knowledge 
of Indian crafts and his global 
vision, to create something 

that fits the modern Indian 
women would want when 
she becomes a bride. The 
designer’s own idea of a 
perfect bride embodies the 
understated charm of a 
classic Indian royal princess. 
With the thought in mind 
that experimental and edgy 
styles come and go every 
few seasons, 
Tarun has built his 
design canvas around 
this ‘classic look’. With 
over two decades of 
being in the business, 
his sensibilities reside 
with the traditional 
trends, but even the 
hints of innovation in 

his recent collections have been widely 
accepted by the aficionados. Bringing 
fashion back to the basics, the designer’s 
stellar body of work has created a balance 
between the traditional and modern, 
typifying the essence of the best bridal 
couture master class. 
He maintains that as a designer, it is cru-
cial to sense and understand the wave of 
change that has overtaken fashion and the 

overhaul India’s 
bridal couture 
industry is go-
ing through. The 
new age mod-
ern brides have a 
clear idea of what 
they want, an un-
derstanding of the 
concept of cut and 
construct, fit, and 
finish, and are al-
ways on the prowl 
for the perfect at-
tire that comple-
ments them. And 
these needs have 

in turn challenged the bridal couture in-
dustry. Talking about the visible evolution 
of the industry he says, “People have now 
gotten used to the form fitting cuts and 
silhouettes that western clothes bring.
As most bridal wear revolves around 
couture, which traditionally has been 
layered and heavy, we have aspired 
to move beyond heavy clothes, which 
restrict movement and come in the way 
of the wedding celebrations”. Despite his 
understanding of western style codes, his 
work is always a representation of Indian 
opulence. His latest wedding collection 
pays homage to the indigenous Indian 
textile, with its powerful embroidery and 
rich craftsmanship in all its grandeur and 
sensuality, designed for the time honoured 
wedding ritual. “In keeping with the 
concept of ‘Modern India’, the new styles 
find expression in a lightness of form, a 
playfulness and whimsy that moves away 
from royal India and the bling and bauble 
of the past, to an effervescence that brings 
finesse to the structures and silhouettes. 
The glimpses of shimmering gold, hues of 
soft pastels, and a soft frothiness to my 
designs are reminiscent of an era of charm, 
elegance, and flirtatiousness,” he says. 

THE MASTER 
COUTURIER

Bringing 
fashion back 
to the basics
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Nowadays, brides opt for the services 
of stylists to help them keep up with the 
seasonal trends and the paucity of time, 
and as a style guru, Tarun has a list ofmust-
haves for this bridal season. He insists that 
a wedding trousseau collection should 
include an embroidered sari and a light 
lehenga. “A draped,heavy anarkali is also 
a good addition. Comfortable footwear is 
absolutely essential, because most brides 
are expected to stand for long periods of 
time – so keep your shoes fabulous yet 
comfortable, because they should keep 
you going for long stretches,” he adds.
But a wedding isn’t just all about dressing 
up a bride, now grooms also have options 
galore. According to him, in the recent 
years there has been a tilt towards lighter 
and more structured styles. “One must 
eschew standardized sherwani pieces 
found in boutiques, opting instead for 
simple and individualized looks. As 
cocktails are less formal occasions, 
I would suggest opting for a short 
sherwani, paired with narrow trousers. 
For the wedding day, a sherwani with a 
draped cummerbund, a kurta with dhoti, 
or juttis and safa will lend a perfect look. 
A chic bandhgala with Jodhpur trousers is 
perfect for a post-wedding celebration,” 
he advises.
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T
he first time Bharti met 
Kapil, it was in his store, 
Meena Jewellers, during 
her sister, Jaya’s wedding 
shopping in 2010. She 
walked in with her mother 

and there he was standing behind the 
counter, greeting them with a smile. 
Bharti’s mother did the bulk of the talking 
and Kapil seemed very calm, collected and 
helpful. Then she noticed that he had a 
Blackberry phone which she was planning 
to get. She got curious and asked him a 
few questions about it and that is when 
we started talking. She could make out he 
is very shy and reserved. We exchanged 
BB pins and then they became very 
friendly not to mention she frequently 
visited the store in the months leading up 
to her sister’s wedding. 

They started chatting frequently which 
led up to hanging out together. She still 
how they clicked,, both being car fanatics 
and having the need for speed, they raced 
their cars. The deal was the winner would 
take the loser for a drive and the loser 
would buy ice cream. 

They became really good friends over 
time and the attraction was undeniable. 
Eventually we fell in love. In the summer 
of 2012, Bharti was supposed to leave for 
UK for a year of studies, they met almost 
every day. She knew she would miss him 
terribly however what she admired the 
most about him was how supportive he 
was towards her future career d, even if it 
meant being away from him. 

Midway through her year in UK, on his 
25th birthday, Kapil visited her. That night 
they went for a lovely romantic dinner, 
after which he took her to the London Eye 
and when they reached the very top, he 

knelt down on one knee and proposed. 
Of course the reply was a ‘yes’ without a 
moment’s hesitation. 

THE PLANNNG 

She was due to return home four months 
after that day. During those 4 months, she 
started keeping a journal to note down 
any ideas she had for the wedding. It was 
her dream coming true and it was meant 
to be perfect. The day she flew back 
home, was the day both their families sat 
down together and the wedding madness 
began. From Kapil and his family’s side she 
had complete freedom to choose what 
she wanted for the wedding. The location 
was decided after she told them that she 
wanted it to be a royal wedding. We had 
narrowed down about 3 cities and after 
visiting them all, Jaipur was finalised.

JAIPUR IT IS!

The trademark of any Indian wedding is 
the insane number of functions. Some 
weddings are literally a whole week long. 
Any traditional Indian wedding would 
consist of an engagement function, a 
Mehendi function, a musical night or the 
Sangeet party, the main wedding or the 
Pheras and the reception. Being a creative 
herself she wanted these functions to 
executed uniquely. Each one had to have 
a story. She was lucky enough to have not 
just the emotional but creative support 
from her her friends.

Her engagement function which is a 
traditional function was done in ‘London 
Opera’ theme. Everything was made to 
look like the Oxford Street in London. 
And the guests were requested to 
wear tuxes and gowns. This was chosen 
to reflect his proposal and the impact 
London has had in her life in general. 

MEHENDI 

Next, the Mehendi function which 
traditionally is attended only by the ladies 
and close family, was done very differently 
in our case. They kept a carnival set up 
which was full of games and food stalls.

The whole ambiance from decor to the 
dancers was inspired from Africa. They 
both entered riding on an elephant, which 
not only represents African wildlife but 
is also a popular representation of Jaipur 
city. The story behind choosing this theme 
is very basic. They wanted everyone to 
have a fun time and “Hakuna Matata” has 
always been something I have believed in. 

The Sangeet party which again is a very 
traditional function, where everyone 
dresses in their finest Indian outfits 
and dances to Hindi music, was done 
completely opposite in thier wedding. 
Kapil and her both love to go clubbing 
and one amongst their favourites has 
been Cirque leSoir. So they worked on 
that as a theme. Again everything from 
the decoration to thier entrance, to the 
special performances along with waiters 
were dressed in circus inspired 

THE WEDDING

The main wedding or the ‘Pheras’, were 
done in the authentic traditional style 
because that was something she didn’t 
want to change. We had mantras being 
chanted in the background which was by 
12 priests. 

Finally came the final function, the grand 
reception. A reception is usually the most 
formal of all functions where everyone 
dresses in suits and sarees/gowns. Again, 
Bharti wanted something different. Being 
a royal wedding, they finalised on the 
theme to be ‘Royal Indian’. Everything was 

A truly customised wedding, from Jodhpuri bandgalas , Louboutins to a Maharani inspired trouseu and a palace 
inspired ambiance this wedding was nothing less than a royal affair. 

ALL IN THE STARS
Text by Anupam Dabral
Bride: Bharti K. Jethwani
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the insane number of functions. Some 
weddings are literally a whole week long. 
Any traditional Indian wedding would 
consist of an engagement function, a 
Mehendi function, a musical night or the 
Sangeet party, the main wedding or the 
Pheras and the reception. Being a creative 
herself she wanted these functions to 
executed uniquely. Each one had to have 
a story. She was lucky enough to have not 
just the emotional but creative support 
from her her friends.

Her engagement function which is a 
traditional function was done in ‘London 
Opera’ theme. Everything was made to 
look like the Oxford Street in London. 
And the guests were requested to 
wear tuxes and gowns. This was chosen 
to reflect his proposal and the impact 
London has had in her life in general. 
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Next, the Mehendi function which 
traditionally is attended only by the ladies 
and close family, was done very differently 
in our case. They kept a carnival set up 
which was full of games and food stalls.

The whole ambiance from decor to the 
dancers was inspired from Africa. They 
both entered riding on an elephant, which 
not only represents African wildlife but 
is also a popular representation of Jaipur 
city. The story behind choosing this theme 
is very basic. They wanted everyone to 
have a fun time and “Hakuna Matata” has 
always been something I have believed in. 

The Sangeet party which again is a very 
traditional function, where everyone 
dresses in their finest Indian outfits 
and dances to Hindi music, was done 
completely opposite in thier wedding. 
Kapil and her both love to go clubbing 
and one amongst their favourites has 
been Cirque leSoir. So they worked on 
that as a theme. Again everything from 
the decoration to thier entrance, to the 
special performances along with waiters 
were dressed in circus inspired 
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The main wedding or the ‘Pheras’, were 
done in the authentic traditional style 
because that was something she didn’t 
want to change. We had mantras being 
chanted in the background which was by 
12 priests. 

Finally came the final function, the grand 
reception. A reception is usually the most 
formal of all functions where everyone 
dresses in suits and sarees/gowns. Again, 
Bharti wanted something different. Being 
a royal wedding, they finalised on the 
theme to be ‘Royal Indian’. Everything was 

A truly customised wedding, from Jodhpuri bandgalas , Louboutins to a Maharani inspired trouseu and a palace 
inspired ambiance this wedding was nothing less than a royal affair. 

ALL IN THE STARS
Text by Anupam Dabral
Bride: Bharti K. Jethwani

majestic and traditional. It was the perfect 
end to the perfect wedding. 

She had a very clear picture of what she 
wanted in every single function. It was the 
first time the event management people 
got a presentation from the bride instead 
of their own team. 

THE TROUSSEU

Starting with outfits, being a fashion 
designer herself, she had a clear concept 
in her mind about what she was going 
to wear. She was very particular about 
everything from décor to themes, so she 
was not ready to be laid back in her forte! 

For the engagement party which was 
the London Opera theme, she chose 
to wear an outfit which was a long and 
short, blood red evening gown. This is 
something totally different from what 
a bride usually wears. The work wasn’t 
too much and it was more stylish. The 
neckline was a high collar Victorian style 
and the back had a heart cut out, which 
was her representation of love.

For the African theme she wore a 
McQueen inspired, beige coloured, 
power jacket with the same color Jodhpuri 
pants. To break the monotony I wore a 
maroon colour polo hat and Christian 
Louboutin shoes.

For the Sangeet function, she had a very 
different look, all owing to Namrata Soni 
- the iconic Indian make up artist. She 
gave a look which totally complimented 
her outfit, which was a navy blue catsuit 
with gold, silver and bronze chain work.  

Traditionally a bride wears red for the 
main wedding function, and sometimes it 
ranges in the tints and shades of red. She 
wore a lehenga with gold predominantly 
along with yellow and pink colors, with a 
fusion of work done on it. Along with it 
she also wore Jodhpuri jewellery.

For the reception, she was given a total 
Maharani look. The outfit was a lama 
green sari with a completely gold 
embroidered cape, which had meenakari 
work done on the front and a goddess 
Lakshmi embroidery on the back. 

Concerning the jewellery, both the 
families were in agreement that we 
wanted something totally different. Both 
Kapil and Bharti worked for 5 months on 
the designs. The engagement function 
had a Victorian diamond set with a real 
diamond tiara.
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What 
Women 

Want 

Fashion Editor Anupam Dabral
Photographer Anna Radchenko
Art Director Oluseyi Okpaise
Set Designer  Camille Boyer

Lead Stylist Mariana Nachimia
Make up and Hair Valentina Sayed

Model – Stefania Margherita

The modern age Indian bride is a traditional 
Indian girl who has her feet on the ground yet 
her heart soars high in the sky. She is a living 
testimony of tradition balanced with moder-
nity. She wants to explore all the possibilities 

of love and acceptance without compromising 
with her individuality. 
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With wedding planning 
becoming more of a trend 
these days,  seasoned wedding 
planners  Vithika  Agarwal and 
Divya Chauhan have carved 
out a niche for themselves. 
What makes them different 
from other wedding planners 
is their attention to detail 
and their understanding of a 
client’s expectations. Modern 
Brides catches up with these 
dream makers during the 

busy wedding season in 
India. 

Plan 
It In 
Style

Photographs Divya Vithika Wedding 
Planners

Interview
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Interview
M.B: Tell us something about your company? 

How did it all start?

Divya Chauhan & Vithika Agarwal share 
a common background of bringing dreams 
to reality! They won their respective titles as 

on the world stage under the limelight 
ingrained in them a sense aesthetics, hard 
work and perseverance early on. Femina Miss 

her crown to the new reigning Femina Miss 

a decade later they got together to put their 
capabilities in bringing the fairytale dreams of 
couples alive as DivyaVithika Wedding Planners.
The former beauty queens bring to the 

business venture their individual qualities and 
perspectives, augmenting their strength as a 
team. Divya Vithika Wedding Planners was 

they have carved a niche for themselves catering 
to clients all over the country. Divya and Vithika 
have the rare distinction of being featured on 

shared their expert views on India’s affection 

With a number of wedding planning companies 

in India and the business of wedding increasing 

by four folds how is your company different?

DVWP specializes in customizing the event 
to the personal tastes of the families since, 

“weddings are a family affair. There are a 
million details that need to be taken care of and 
every family member needs to feel involved”. 
We spend considerable time with our clients 
understanding their preferences and then 
presenting options for themes, events etc. 

“We don’t offer cookie cutter solutions as we 
believe every client is unique and so must be 

Our endeavor is to embrace the couples’ style 

We work with the best in the industry because 
quality is of prime importance to us. Our 
processes and focus on pre planning is very 
strong. requests which are very common during 
weddings. A strong pre planning has proved to 
be a very effective tool for us.

You have been in the business for a long time 

how have u seen the wedding planning scene 

change?

Wedding planning in India, is now accepted as 
part of the servicing industry. Earlier it was not 
even considered a profession. Usually, families 
hired event planners to put the entertainment 
events of the wedding together and took their 
help in coordinating the rest of the functions. It 
was professionally done but lacked the warmth 
of handling an event such as wedding which is 
mostly about families, bonding, emotions and 
making your guests feel special. Then came 
a phase where hiring a wedding planner was 
the privilege of a handful few who wanted to 
create the experience of a big fat wedding for 
their families and friends. It was considered an 
expensive service. 
With today’s hectic lifestyle, nuclear families 

and time constraints more and more couples 
are now realizing the importance of hiring 
a wedding planner who is dedicated and 
knowledgeable, understands their requirements 
and follows through with all the details to create 
their dream wedding.  
Wedding planners are now an accepted and 

essential part of planning a wedding in India.
essential part of planning a wedding in India.

quality.
We are happy that couples make the choice of 

making a statement with their own unique style 

ups the standard of service and the demand 
for good quality products/service works in 
everybody’s interest.

With the Indian masses being educated 

for a wedding? 

button on internet you can source the best 
from anywhere in the world. With so much 
competition around, no vendor takes the risk 
of providing sub standard material or service.  
Our couples today are world citizens with a 
foot in each continent. Everyone is looking for 

with enough creativity to inspire them! There 
are new artists on the entertainment horizon 
every day, world over people are experimenting 
with food and cuisine to create new culinary 
experiences, designers are coming up with 
new silhouettes and designs every season, 
themes and decorations are getting inspired by 
advances in technology…with so much going 
on there is no dearth of ideas, choices and 

Just so as to suggest our readers, what are 

your 4 favorite themes for the weddings ? 

Themes are unique to each couples personal 
taste and style. We have enjoyed creating events 
around the peacock theme, bollywood is our 
favorite theme for sangeet, kitsch inspired 
events and garden weddings are some of our 
favourites.
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Interview
M.B: Tell us something about your company? 

How did it all start?

Divya Chauhan & Vithika Agarwal share 
a common background of bringing dreams 
to reality! They won their respective titles as 

on the world stage under the limelight 
ingrained in them a sense aesthetics, hard 
work and perseverance early on. Femina Miss 

her crown to the new reigning Femina Miss 

a decade later they got together to put their 
capabilities in bringing the fairytale dreams of 
couples alive as DivyaVithika Wedding Planners.
The former beauty queens bring to the 

business venture their individual qualities and 
perspectives, augmenting their strength as a 
team. Divya Vithika Wedding Planners was 

they have carved a niche for themselves catering 
to clients all over the country. Divya and Vithika 
have the rare distinction of being featured on 

shared their expert views on India’s affection 

With a number of wedding planning companies 

in India and the business of wedding increasing 

by four folds how is your company different?

DVWP specializes in customizing the event 
to the personal tastes of the families since, 

“weddings are a family affair. There are a 
million details that need to be taken care of and 
every family member needs to feel involved”. 
We spend considerable time with our clients 
understanding their preferences and then 
presenting options for themes, events etc. 

“We don’t offer cookie cutter solutions as we 
believe every client is unique and so must be 

Our endeavor is to embrace the couples’ style 

We work with the best in the industry because 
quality is of prime importance to us. Our 
processes and focus on pre planning is very 
strong. requests which are very common during 
weddings. A strong pre planning has proved to 
be a very effective tool for us.

You have been in the business for a long time 

how have u seen the wedding planning scene 

change?

Wedding planning in India, is now accepted as 
part of the servicing industry. Earlier it was not 
even considered a profession. Usually, families 
hired event planners to put the entertainment 
events of the wedding together and took their 
help in coordinating the rest of the functions. It 
was professionally done but lacked the warmth 
of handling an event such as wedding which is 
mostly about families, bonding, emotions and 
making your guests feel special. Then came 
a phase where hiring a wedding planner was 
the privilege of a handful few who wanted to 
create the experience of a big fat wedding for 
their families and friends. It was considered an 
expensive service. 
With today’s hectic lifestyle, nuclear families 

and time constraints more and more couples 
are now realizing the importance of hiring 
a wedding planner who is dedicated and 
knowledgeable, understands their requirements 
and follows through with all the details to create 
their dream wedding.  
Wedding planners are now an accepted and 

essential part of planning a wedding in India.
essential part of planning a wedding in India.

quality.
We are happy that couples make the choice of 

making a statement with their own unique style 

ups the standard of service and the demand 
for good quality products/service works in 
everybody’s interest.

With the Indian masses being educated 

for a wedding? 

button on internet you can source the best 
from anywhere in the world. With so much 
competition around, no vendor takes the risk 
of providing sub standard material or service.  
Our couples today are world citizens with a 
foot in each continent. Everyone is looking for 

with enough creativity to inspire them! There 
are new artists on the entertainment horizon 
every day, world over people are experimenting 
with food and cuisine to create new culinary 
experiences, designers are coming up with 
new silhouettes and designs every season, 
themes and decorations are getting inspired by 
advances in technology…with so much going 
on there is no dearth of ideas, choices and 

Just so as to suggest our readers, what are 

your 4 favorite themes for the weddings ? 

Themes are unique to each couples personal 
taste and style. We have enjoyed creating events 
around the peacock theme, bollywood is our 
favorite theme for sangeet, kitsch inspired 
events and garden weddings are some of our 
favourites.
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Art Director Oluseyi Okpaise 

Stylist Neishaa Gharat

Make and Hair Zarina Mua 
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and green traditional 
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Neishaa Gharat Neck 

choker.
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The 
shopping list

Bulgar i  Dior  Gem 
Palace  Van Cleef 
& A rpels  Sun ita 
Shekhawat  Rahul 
Popl i  Mahesh 
Notendas  Jimmy 
Choo Clutch Lace 
Judith  Leiber 
Zuhai r  Murad 
Gaurav Gupta
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‘Heritage’ was a unanimous feature on the 
couture catwalks and current bridal collections 

breathe deep nostalgia. Take a note of the 
jewel tones and the golden hues in the 

real regal reference. Throughout the 
collections an array of zardozi and 
thread work on velvet, silk and net 

provide luxury with an antique twist.

OLD AGE ROMANCE
THE HERITAGE BRIDE

Sunita S Peacock 3D 
Earrings (Jhumkis) 

Van Cleef & Arpels 
Jewelry 

Sunita S. Peacock 
Karnphool studded 
with Diamond Polki 

& Color Stones 

Jimmy Choo sandals

JJ Valaya

Bulgari earrings 
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‘Heritage’ was a unanimous feature on the 
couture catwalks and current bridal collections 
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real regal reference. Throughout the 
collections an array of zardozi and 
thread work on velvet, silk and net 
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THE HERITAGE BRIDE

Sunita S Peacock 3D 
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Jewelry 

Sunita S. Peacock 
Karnphool studded 
with Diamond Polki 

& Color Stones 

Jimmy Choo sandals

JJ Valaya

Bulgari earrings 

OLD AGE ROMANCE
THE HERITAGE BRIDE

Bulgari hairpin 

Christian Louboutin 

This bridal season teases with the 
unconventional. Popping appliqué meets 
tropical colour at Manish Arora while 
Manish Malhotra’s multi-dimensional 
flair provides a window into other 
worldly mystique. The Bohemian 
bride is uncontrived an delves into 
the unexpected.

Paradise Found
THE BOHEMIAN BRIDE

Bulgari earrings 

Judith Leiber swaroski studded 
clutch 

Mahesh Notendas 

Monish 
Jaising
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Lighter pieces cut on clean silhouettes are perfect for the 
bride who chooses a resort wedding. Opting for simplistic 
chic, she finds bridal drama in particular touches rather 
than in excessive detail on work. Pre-pleated saris, sultry 
anarkalis on chiffon and georgette paired with some light 
jewelry have become a trend go-to for the resort bride. 

Brian Atwood 
golden sandals 

Bulgari 
Diamonds-necklace 

BHIRDI CHAND 
GANSHYAMDAS 

Amer Kada 

ANMOL JEWELERS

RUNAWaY 
The Resort Bride

Gaurav Gupta

Monish Jaising

Zuhair Murad

Mahesh Notandass 
earrings 
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RUNAWaY 
The Resort Bride

Zuhair Murad

Even the more elaborate collections of the season leave 
for the understated glamour. Shades of ivory, red and gold 
reign supreme whist the full length sashay of Gaurav Gupta 
is completely sublime. But do not fooled; understated is not 
devoid of drama. Rather it is concealed in the intricacies of 
work and the dancing of asymmetric hems. 

STEP INTO GRACE 
The Ethereal Bride

Mahesh Notandass 
earrings 

Mahesh Notandass 
neck piece 

Gehna ring 

Shantanu 
Nikhil

Sunita Shekhawat 
blue pottery bangle 
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H IGH OCTA N E 
Bollywood Bride

The Indian bride is synonymous with power 
full impact and statement. She is the decadent 
tour de force. Luminescent effects, the dazzling 
spell of beauty with voluminous peacock 
colored lehenga skirts carry a serious ‘wow’ factor. 
Heavy zardozi work with hypnotic tunes catapult a 
Bollywood bride to red carpet status. 

Meera Ali

Manish Arora

Manish Malhotra

OBJECTSof
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OBJECTSofDESIRE Bulgari necklace 

Mahesh Notendas gold and 
diamond cuff - price upon request 

Suneeta Shekhawat - Pink-
Green Bangle with Pearls on 

Sides 

Cheapard beaded 
diamond necklace 

Claire ear 
pieces 

Mahesh Notendas diamond neckpiece - 
price upon request 

Statement diamond neckpiece  
- price upon request 

Bhiridichand Ghanshayamdas 

Gehna Jewelers 
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With the modern Indian brides 
becoming more conscious of their 
looks on their big day it is always 
a challenge for them to do the 
right thing. Anupam Dabral talks 
designer duo Shyamal Bhumika 
for seeking out solutions for 
the brides who despite of being 
aware of their size want to look 
elegant and glamorous on their 
wedding day.

How important does it become 
to understand your body type 
before deciding on your bridal 
trousseau?

S.B - Its very important that you 
understand your body type and wear a 
cut, style and color that flatters rather 
then wearing something just because its in 
trend. Its also important to see what suits 
the skin tone and whether what you wear 
adds length. Classics like kalidaar lehengas 
look good on pretty much all body types. 
If experimenting with trendier options 
like corsets, fitted lehengaas make sure 
you try on the style before zeroing down 
on it. A bride wears her bridal outfit 
for the longest hours, being & looking 

comfortable, graceful & elegant is 
most important on this day.

What suggestions do 
you have for plus size 
(apple shape or pear 
shape body types) 
brides, how can 
they accentuate 
their beauty on 
the big day ?

S.B - For apple or 
pear body shapes, 
the best bet is to 
not have a waist/
hip clinching style. 
A flowy lehenga 
with an elongated 
cholee is the best 
bet. For apple body 
types its better to 
take dark colors on 
top and for pear 
shaped body types 
best not to go in 
for very fitted 
cuts and opt 
for A-line cuts 
instead . Du-

patta should 
not be tight-
ly wrapped 
leave it 
more easy 
& use a thin-
ner softer 

fabric that pleats easily and falls 
well. Highlight the strong areas of 
your body so there is no focus on 
the weaker area.

What are some common 
mistakes that women 
make while deciding their 
trousseau ?

S.B - We have very often seen brides 
getting carried away when shopping 
for their trousseau. It’s sometimes too 
many heavy outfits or too many trendy 
ones which last not more than 1 season. 
Sometimes they even buy too much of 
a similar color in all outfits. A wedding 
happens once in a life time so plan ,invest 
and cherish the pictures forever. Get 
things that you will love & enjoy for longer. 
Your trousseau must be a mix of classic 
& trendy silhouettes with an assortment 
of colors and crafts. Also remember that 
what looks good in a movie or on a friend 
who just got married may not necessarily 
suit you.

What suggestions do you have 
for those would be brides 
who are struggling with their 
body types?

S.B - Try to go for silhouettes that look 
good. The focus should be more on 
being comfortable in your own skin. 
Confidence is everything wear it well. 
Looking great will happen naturally if 
you feel great. Picture the effortless Ash 
Bachhan in her latest Cannes appearance.

How can they play safe and still 
look elegant?

S.B- Normally people play safe to look 
elegant but we would recommend putting 
enough thought and trials into planning 
the right outfit. Elegant with a little edge 
will always appeal and you will have no 
regrets later.

How important is the selection 
of color in this whole process? 

S.B - Colours play a crucial role in making 
you stand out highlighting your body type 
in the right way. We advice our brides to 
have a mix of different colours for each 
function. Colours set & express the mood 
so very important to understand & opt 
for colours that work well with your skin 
tone through different times of the day 
and go with the mood and décor.The 

right cut is most important and colours 
should be suited to the occassion. But yes 
for heavier brides darker, duskier tones 
should add length. Rich Indian tones work 
great for pheras, sangeet can be more 
fun & vibrant tones, reception one might 
want to opt for richer jewel tones with 
some dusky pastels thrown in for pujas 
& smaller ceremonies, indian traditional 
colours work best.

How important is the use of 
accessory? Can it really change 
the way a bride looks on her 
big day ?

S.B - Accessories are very important in 
achieving the perfect final look. Over 
accesorization or under accessorization 
both end up spoiling the look. Try on 
various accessories & don’t wait for the 
last day to do that. Make sure you take 
a final trial before your big day with the 
makeup and the outfits.

What would you suggest should 
a heavy bride experiment with – 
the classic old sari or a lehenga ?

S.B - A lot of these choices depend on 
the traditions the families follow. Both 
would work well if it’s the right fabric, cut 
or colour.

What kind of a fabric/
prints  should a heavy 
bride use what kind of 
options does she have?

S.B - Delicate prints, jaal 
embroideries, sheer 
nets, rich raw silks, 
flowy georgettes, 
satins all work well. 
Excessive volume 
of any kind of fabric 
should be avoided. It’s 
a myth that velvets are 
not meant for heavier 
people.The deeper 
darker tones of 
velvet create a 
wonderful illusion 
and a benefit of a 
few inches

DRESS THE 
RIGHT WAY 
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CONFIDENCE 
IS EVERYTHING 
WEAR IT WELL

“
”



96



97

MARRY
KING SIZE

TAJ FALAKNUMA PALACE, 
HYDRABAD
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RANBANKA PALACE, JODHPUR
Ranbanka Palace gives you the perfect getaway to wow your body mind and soul. Overlooking the seemingly invincible Mehrangarh 
fort and Umaid Bhavan Palace, the magnificent sandstone building holds the lingering echoes of a bygone era like no other resort. 
Present day facilities are harmonized so as not disturb the antiquity of the royal abode. The palace has 80 rooms that include royal 
suits, luxury suits, club rooms and deluxe suites. Facilities and services here include a business centre, shopping arcade, palace 
concierge services, spa, village tours on camels or horse and elephant and jeep safaris. For weddings , the lawns and pool side gardens 
provide with a spectacular space.

Ranbanka Palace
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CHATEAU DE VAUX-LE-VICOMTE 
The allure of Royal weddings, held in stately abodes, is a fantasy for most women while growing up. Whether or not you find your 
prince Charming, a royal wedding can very well be actualized now. Choose from one of the oldest castles nestled in the European 
countryside to make your wedding memorable. Chateau De Vaux-Le-Vicomte, a medieval abode located in France has played host 
to the wedding of Lakshami Mittal’s daughter Vanisha as well as Eva Langoria. The chateu has a special wedding lunch venue called 
the ‘ Salon des Muses’ room where upto 50 guests can be accommodated. This striking architectural wonder is on the top of the 
list of a number of celebrities.
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TAJ FALAKNUMA PALACE, HYDRABAD
The Taj Falaknuma Palace is reminiscent of the grandeur of the Nizams and the sophistication of the European Royalty. Located at 
2000 feet above Hyderabad, the palace’s 60 beautifully refurbished and restored rooms allow you to journey into the clouds and into 
the gilded ages, where grandeur and excess is celebrated and savored in equal measure. From fine dining to stately banquet areas, this 
former residence of the Nizam of Hyderabad is a splendid location to organized your nuptials. You can organize your dream wedding 
in 9000 square feet Rajasthani Gardens created and conceived by the Nizam himself or take a plunge in the gold hued Durbar Hall.

Falaknuma Palace
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HAMPTON COURT PALACE 

Hampton Court Palace was built in the year 1514 for King Henry VIII’s favorite Cardinal Thomas Wolsey and since then this 
iconic palace has been through a number of architectural transformations. What makes this palace one of a kind is it’s European 
aesthetics mixed with the baroque touch. If one wants to get married in here, they will have to change their plans and get married 
in winters. If the venue has the Orangery Garden room which can host upto 400 guests changing plans won’t be a bad idea.

Hampton Court Palace
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Honeymoon

Yarra Valley offers spectacular wine, great food and breath taking 
scenery. The journey through the valley is set against blue mountain 
back drops and lush greenery and pastures, past towering trees 
and pristine rivers. The Valley is the birthplace of Victorian 
winegrowing, housing more than 40 wine cellars. Tucked away 
in the beauty of Yarra Valley is the village of Healesville, home 
to 70 wineries and luxuriant neighboring villages of Marysville 

and Warburton being perfect spots for peek into the rural life. 
Couples can take a tour around the wineries and experience 
tradition and terroir of the world’s most renowned maker of 
wines while sipping on the chardonnay, pinot noir, sparkling wine 
and tasting the juicy fruit from the vineyards. 

Victoria, Australia, offers perfect spots for romantic getaways. Couples can sip on some exotic wines 
while at Yarra Valley, or opt for a spa and massage at one Mornington Peninsula’s best. The Puffing 
Billy steam railway, Australia’s oldest steam railway will take you from Belgrave to Dandenong 
Ranges, via the silent and hushed forests and fern gullies. If trains aren’t your pick for travel, choose 
the scenic aeriel option. Rise above the Yarra Valley at sunrise for silent tranquil experience in a hot 
air balloon or choose a thrilling helicopter ride. Here are a few places couples must visit while on 
a honeymoon to the state of Victoria 

advice

YARRA VALLEY 
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Honeymoon
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while at Yarra Valley, or opt for a spa and massage at one Mornington Peninsula’s best. The Puffing 
Billy steam railway, Australia’s oldest steam railway will take you from Belgrave to Dandenong 
Ranges, via the silent and hushed forests and fern gullies. If trains aren’t your pick for travel, choose 
the scenic aeriel option. Rise above the Yarra Valley at sunrise for silent tranquil experience in a hot 
air balloon or choose a thrilling helicopter ride. Here are a few places couples must visit while on 
a honeymoon to the state of Victoria 

advice

YARRA VALLEY 

MORNINGTON 
PENINSULA 

Explore the galleries, spas and 
cafes by the breezy seaside 
villages, cool off with a day on the 
beach, or escape to the hinterland 
for gourmet delights at boutique 
wineries. The largest producer of 
strawberries in Australia, Sunnny 
Ridge Strawberry Farm offers an 
opportunity to pick berries and 
taste their world- famous berry 
desserts. Couples can also soak 
up the sun, dip into the cool 
waters, swim with the dolphins, 
go for a long stroll on the sands 
of beaches and take a shot at 
surfing in the rugged waters of 
Bass Strait. 

THE GREAT 
OCEAN ROAD 

The Great Ocean Road is one of 
the world’s most scenic coastal 
drives, boasting of a breath taking 
stretch of astonishing seascapes, 
magical forests and sprawling 
farm lands Nature has perfectly 
crafted the Twelve Apostles 
along the Southern Ocean, 
while the southern right whales 
in Warrnambool area s sight of 
magnificence. Animal enthusiasts 

can feat their eyes on koalas, kangaroos and emus nestled inside 
an extinct volcano at Tower Hill. The best way to discover 
this region is though the great ocean walk, a walking trail that 
explores areas of historical and cultural significance. 
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This is supposed to be an article 
advising the girls on what TO 
DO to attract the right man. 
We have read so many of 

those that we are tired!! How about I 
write an article on “WHAT NOT TO 
DO TO REPULSE THE RIGHT MAN” 
By Rupal Gaggar 

I write this ar ticle after dating for 20 
long years finally finding the man of my 
dreams and having pushed him away. 
Well, since I am god’s lucky child, I 
have got another opportunity to win 
him back and I am not repeating any of 
my mistakes. 

Women, hear me out- 

Let’s start with something as simple 
as clothes. Please don’t and I say DO 
NOT wear anything on a date that 
you are uncomfortable in. Comfort 
oozes confidence. Confidence is sexy…
remember! 

Be yourself but reveal less. Less is always 
more. He doesn’t need to know about 
your drunken nights at the bar on the 
first date. However what he needs to 
know is hat you love your drinks. Know 
what I mean !!

Talk about everything under the sun, but 
give him a chance too. It’s the one place 
where most of us go wrong. I know our 
life is more exciting than his, but learn 
to listen. It’s a tough one I know.

Do not be afraid to ask questions. It 
is completely alright not to know the 
difference between a hedge fund and a 
private bank. I have asked silly questions 
time and again. Men love the exchange 
of power that comes with something as 
straight as this.

Laugh a lot, crack silly jokes . Everyone 
wants to have a good time after a hard 
day’s work. You surely understand 
that  one!

Suggest fun ideas on dates. Most men 
love a girl who can be adventurous. Go 
on buggy rides in the park, ice skating, 
walk on the beach, whatever it is. Just 
do something different

In the end make it fun .. fun enough to 
be asked out for a second date and fun 
enough that you want to go on a second 
date.

That was for the first few dates.. and 
then what happens?? This is when your 
life starts together

Do things you enjoy

Nothing is more attractive than the 
vibe you generate when you are happy 
and carefree. A friend of mine fell in 
love with her husband when he was 
passionately explaining the technique 
of serious mountaineering. Although 
she is still not remotely interested in 
scaling any mountain heights, she says 
she was blown away with his immense 
positive energy.

Always be who you are: always

Trying to be something that you're not, 
not only confuses you, it also confuses 
the people interacting with you. You 
want to be with someone who likes you 
for who you are. You do not want to 
be in a relationship where you have to 
constantly pretend. Sometimes, I think 
this is more to do with our society's 
conditioning and the do's and don'ts 
that are expected of us. The reality is 
that each and every one of us is unique 
and thank God for that! Like most of 
us, I was brought up to learn right from 
wrong and to be vocal when I feel that 
someone is at fault. This could range 
from showing vocal dissent to someone 
breaking a line to stopping someone 
from beating up someone defenceless 
on the street. I've had many a men who 
could not handle this "aggressive streak" 

THE LAST 
 SINGLE GIRL
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in me, and then I found my husband 
who thinks that it is one of the strongest 
qualities that attracted him to me.

Respect yourself and know how you 
would like to be treated

This is perhaps the trickiest and most 
important point because learning to 
respect yourself has to come from 
within. And, once you know how you 
would like to be treated, don't settle for 

anything less. Believe me, this definitely 
makes life easy for the other person as 
well since you are navigating them into 
your life. It takes the pressure off them, 
and they don't have to struggle to figure 
out how to behave around you. 

Surprisingly, it takes very simple actions 
like, not being okay with someone 
showing up repeatedly late, constantly 
changing plans or talking incessantly 

on the phone while they are with you, 
to establish this. You have to let the 
other person know that this just does 
not work for you and if it still does not 
resonate with them, it's time to move 
on and find someone with who it does!
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